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McCabe Lumber Co. Planing Shed

The McCabe Lumber Co. Planing
Shed should be called a planing
mill complex since it is more than
just a simple shed. The planing
complex consists of the transfer
shed, two planing buildings, boiler
house, water tank, and loads of
details, and is a key part of the
Slatyfork Sawmill Complex. The
Planing Shed can also be used as
a great stand-alone manufacturing
industry such as a box factory.

This kit consists of laser-cut
basswood, plywood, and cardstock,
tarpaper roofing, brass, urethane,
and white-metal detail castings, and loads of character. The tabbed,
well-engineered construction provides fast and easy assembly. The
footprint is about 70” x 90”. #08225 $349.95

- =

American Flag Company & Slatyfork Sawmill Coming Next!

Check our web site or call for info.

.

34’ Truss Rod Flatcar

PRR H21 Hopper

34’ Truss Rod Gondola

This flatcar was inspired by an early
drawing for one that ran on the V&T. This
was before the time of air brakes, and
the car featured link & pin couplers when
built. It is a very generic car that can be
used on many lines. The kit consists of
laser-cut wood and styrene details. Less
trucks and couplers.

The gondola is an offshoot of our 34’
flatcar with laser-cut sides and end
boards. Two optional end sill steps are
included. The kit consists of laser-cut
wood and styrene details. Less trucks
and couplers.

Starting in 1911, 70-ton H21a
“quad” hoppers were introduced
for coal service. The kit consists
of high-quality, no-odor urethane
castings for the body and brass
brake components. Less decals,
trucks and couplers.

#0603  §25.95 #09604  $39.95 #00204  $79.95
RR1 Box 141A
B . 1 n S _ Belington, WV 26250 www.btsrr.com

Better Than Scratch!

Phone: 304-823-3729
Fax: 304-823-2901

Full Catalog - $5.00

Celebrating over 29 Years of Service since 1979
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NASG 2009 EXCLUSIVE

‘ I AMERICAN FLYER CAR

Early “S GAUGE HERALDS” on Compact Disk:
You’ve probably seen the ads in the Dispatch for early
"S Gauge Heralds” on CD. Starting this month, we are
offering Volume 1 (1960-61) as well as Volumes 2
through 5 (1961-65), all on one CD. Two formats are
on the disk: PDF and JPEG.

I have been reluctant to offer Volume 1 on CD because
the quality of the originals is so poor. This is not be-
cause they have aged poorly — They were lousy when
they were new! These early issues were printed on col-
ored paper by the mimeograph process, and are full of
blots, smears, and text that runs off the bottom of the
page because of inaccurate registration of the paper in

the mimeo machine. But a recent customer wanted a
copy of Volume 1 as a museum artifact, so now every-
one can benefit. Volumes 2 onward were professionally
printed, and therefore their CD images are crisp and
square.

Please note that these CDs require a personal computer
for viewing (and printing, if that’s what you want to
do). These are not DVDs (as one purchaser thought),
and therefore won’t work in a DVD player. -Dick
Karnes, Librarian

NASG AF 2009 Car: Shown above in a line drawing
is the 2009 American Flyer car to be offered to NASG
members. It’s an EJ&E black gondola with orange coil
cover loads bearing a multi-colored EJ&E logo. Order
form is enclosed in this issue. The cost of $69.95 in-
cludes shipping. Limit two cars per member. As you
can see on the order form there are some older issue
cars still available. Any further information check with
Doug Peck at doug@portlines.com

I DON'T WANT YOUR TRAINS
RAMBLING ALL OVER MY HOUSE!
KEEP THEM IN JUNIOR'S ROOM.

%




’ “more than tinplate” trains offered now. While they look all right

¢ S RAIL M AIL and probably work good, I’'m still much more attracted to AF
trains. The 303 Atlantic with smoke and Choo Choo is a fine look-

ing engine, and it looks as realistic as anything to me because it is

designed to do everything a real locomotive does. Plus, it will haul
40 or more cars. The Atlantic is based on a Reading Atlantic.

AF is Scale: It was amusing after joining the NASG again to read
S RailMail letters, etc. I have A.C. Gilbert to thank for the fun and
enjoyment [ get out of S scale trains, and I do mean S SCALE.
Gilbert boxes say 3/16 Scale Trains that run on Real Two-Rail
Track. What more could we ask for?

Who cares about all those flimsy parts that bend and break off. If
Lionel re-issues the Atlantic it should be exactly like the 302 and
303 and hopefully perform the same as the original one. Only AF
trains remind me of my childhood and Christmas. Remember,

While I think the 326 NYC AF Hudson is the finest of the S scale American Flyer trains have been used in motion pictures. Who

market, I see no reason to be interested in any of the so called

Continued on page 30

Jeff’s
Junction

Full Scale Length, Passenger Cars and So On...

The I-wanters are out in force again regarding re-
quests for non-brass passenger cars that are the cor-
rect scale length for their favorite roads such as PRR,
GN, CB&Q, etc. Us folks in S cast envious eyes as
this happens in HO, especially with complete RTR
passenger sets coming out left and right that are spe-
cific to certain roads.

Unfortunately, S is in the growth pattern like HO was
in the 1970s where you were tickled pink when AHM
came out with mostly scale length cars in both heavy-
weight and lightweight styles. The cars themselves
were mix-matched prototype styles (Santa Fe, PRR,
etc.), but the excellent paint schemes and just the
plain availability as RTR cars in plastic caused most
modelers to overlook these drawbacks.

For example, the lightweight smooth-side squared-
end observation was a PRR prototype yet was avail-
able in many roadnames besides the Pennsy. Most
HO modelers of the day were willing to overlook
such inaccuracies. This is the stage that S is now in
with AM and Lionel LLC producing mix-match
heavyweight and streamliner passenger cars. Yes,
most of the cars are shorties, but some (baggage,
RPOs) are scale length. AM’s long smooth-side cars
are pretty accurate for longer cars, but they are mix-
matched as to prototypes and are not currently avail-
able. The NASG, of course, had to sponsor the re-run
of the long scale-length heavyweight Pullman cars.
Thus, we are like our HO brothers of yesterday and
have to be satisfied for the most part with unified
looking passenger sets as opposed to every car being
perfectly accurate for a particular railroad.

Our best bet for getting a re-issue of the American
Models smooth-side long cars would be some spon-
sorship by a group or manufacturer. Although not
perfect, N&W painted smooth-side cars sure would
look good with the River Raisin streamlined Js com-
ing out, hint, hint. If these were re-run, I’d hope the
cars would include interiors, lighting and some heav-
ier trucks. Plus, I’d like to see them RTR.

Now as to demands of set cars similar to what you
are seeing in HO - well, probably not for a while.
More likely would be limited run kits with inter-
changeable flat sides. This would be possible keeping
ends, roofs, undersides pretty much the same. This
could be possible with heavyweights, smooth-sides
or Budd type cars. The conundrum here is the limited
market. By requiring the cars to be in kit form, the
market is automatically reduced. The market is fur-
ther reduced because most of these are the longer cars
that won’t work or look well on layouts with tighter
radii.

Perhaps most of us would be happy just to see some
new style passenger cars produced even if they are
mix-match prototypes — as long as they looked “good
enough” as painted sets. Maybe a manufacturer
would be more willing to try this path: some more
styles available in shorties with a couple of longer
cars thrown in for scalers. Another series of passen-
ger cars that might possibly appeal to all comers
would be some 60’ wood-side cars of prototype
length (like the old Kinsman kits). If plastic and RTR
I could envision these cars running on all types of S
layouts. Perhaps some manufacturer could be con-
vinced to do a scale length heavyweight open-plat-
form observation car to match the long Pullmans.

I’m suggesting here that to get some different scale-
length passenger cars produced (especially in RTR)
a piecemeal approach is probably the best way to go.
Also, if our manufacturers can’t justify the tooling
costs and guaranteed sales — then perhaps they’ll
need a “Stimulus Package” from our members and
organizations.




LIONEL LLC (www.lionel.com)
has a nice surprise for us with a
1/64 ““scale” U33C coming out in 2
roadnames, Erie-Lackawanna and
Southern Pacific. This is all-new
tooling for the AF line. They come
with the Legacy control system and
RailSounds. Supposedly scale
wheelsets are included. Cost is
$369.99. The AF Christmas set is
the Docksider 0-6-0T with a box-
car, gon and caboose. This set in-
cludes track and transformer for
$349.99. Also new is an add-on
Freedom Train heavyweight dis-
play car for $79.99. New freight car
schemes include GN stock car, IC
boxcar, Comet single dome chemi-
cal car and DM&IR single dome
tank car. Each is $69.95. For
$79.99 you can get a NYC (Jade
Green) double door operating box-
car. For $89.99 you can get a CP
Rail operating dump car. Track
sections are listed in the catalog (ex
K-Line) — 54” R curves, 10”
straights and 36” long straights.
Two other new items include a Sub-
urban Station for $69.99 and a

handcar with metal shed for
$119.99.
PALACE CAR CO.

(www.palacecarco.com) still has S
scale Pullman interior kits for the
AM long Pullmans at $37.50 a car.
Included are berths, pre-printed
floor, armrests, sofas, bulkheads,
dividers and misc. styrene strips.
Kit 9701 is for the 12-1 car and
9702 is for the 10-1-2 car. Some
parts like the sofas can be ordered
separately.

RIVER RAISIN (www.riverrais-
inmodels.com). Up next after the
N&W J is another treat for SP fans,
the MT-4 and MT-5 4-8-2 Moun-
tains. These will come in various
versions including semi-stream-
lined Daylight scheme to semi-
streamlined freight versions, to
plain old freight versions. Deposits
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NEW PRODUCTS REPORT

By Jeff Madden

are due Pre-production
painted and lettered, $2,199 each;
post production add $100. Un-
painted models $100 less. There
will be some extra tenders. Pick
your version and send in a deposit
of $50. Locos require a $300 non-
refundable deposit per locomotive.
Another $300 will be due when the
project moves ahead. Versions pro-
duced will depend on orders re-
ceived.

soon.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN MODEL
WORKS (www.smokymountain-

modelsworks.com) is coming out
with a limited run GE 70-ton diesel
switcher kit from the 1946-56 era.
You can order an early or later ver-
sion. the body and cab will be
screw on urethane castings. It will
be wired for DC. Cost $325 plus
S&H. Check the web for details.
And, “my heart be still” Jim is
planning on producing the B&O
woodside I5¢ with the steel ends.
Let him know your interest in this
one at jimking3(@charter.net.
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ALL WITHIN REACH

The 2009 Convention timetable
features a variety of rail and non-
rail clinics for attendees.

Detailed Clinic Schedule

Please note: Clinics are subject to
change. Some Clinics will involve
a minimal fee to pay for supplies
involved in the clinic, such as the
Kit building clinic or the Cro-

cheted Rag Rug Class.
Wednesday:
7 - 8 PM - NASG Convention

Newcomers Clinic - Roy Hoffman

Thursday:
9-10AM - Freight cars and Their

Relevance to the Scene - Jerry
Porter

10:30AM - 12 PM - Tools for
Scratch Building - Rusty Wester-
meier

12 noon -1 PM
Lunch Break

5-7PM
Dinner Break

8 - 10 PM - S Scale Online Get To-
gether - host Bill Fraley

Thurs. eve -Hallway Demonstra-
tions

Friday:
10 AM- 12 PM - Building Rail
Crossings - Dick Karnes

7:30- 9 PM - Resin Casting - Roy
Meissner

Saturday:
10 AM - 12 :30 PM - Crocheted

Rag Rug Class - Lora Duffield

8

Where Rivers and Railroads Met

NASG 2009

St. Louis Airport Marriott
August 4-8, 2009

12:30-1:30 PM
Lunch Break

1:30 -4 PM - Crocheted Rag Rug
Class - Lora Duffield

6- 10 PM - SATURDAY Evening
Reception and BANQUET

REGIONAL ATTRACTIONS
Anheuser-Busch Tour Center:
Opened in 1852, the 100-acre St.
Louis facility is the largest out of 12
Anheuser-Busch Breweries. Visi-
tors can tour thestate-of-the-art fa-
cilities  which include the
Clydesdale stables and aging cel-
lars. 12th & Lynch Sts., St. Louis
314-577-2626

Cathedral of St. Louis: This mag-
nificent combination of Byzantine
and Romanesque architecture con-
tains the largest collection of mo-
saics in the world.

4431 Lindell Blvd,. St. Louis
314-373-8200

City Museum: The City Museum
invites visitors to discover a won-
derland of the unexpected: slide,
climb, crawl and explore. Three
floors of eclectic experiences make
City Museum a must see attraction
for all ages.

701 N 15th St., St. Louis
314-231-2489

The Gateway Arch Riverfront:
Dedicated in 1966, this 630-foot-
high, man-made monument spans
630 feet at ground level.

St. Louis Riverfront, St. Louis
877-982-1410

Grant's Farm: Located south of

St. Louis, this 281-acre wildlife re-
serve and historic home of the
Busch family is now home to over
1,000 animals.

10501 Gravois Rd,. St. Louis
314-843-1700

Jefferson National Expansion
Memorial: This area attraction
traces the history of St. Louis
through three additional attractions:
The Gateway Arch, the Museum of
Westward Expansion and St. Louis'
Old Courthouse.

11 N 4th St., St. Louis

314-655-1700

Laumeier Sculpture Park: Featur-
ing an outdoor collection of over 85
sculptures, this 98-acre park pres-
ents contemporary art, interpretive
exhibitions and educational pro-
grams.

12580 Rott Rd., St. Louis
314-821-1209

Missouri Botanical Gardens: Fea-
tures include Japanese and English
gardens, a botanical center, the na-
tion's most comprehensive home
gardening center and founder
Henry Shaw's original estate.

4344 Shaw Blvd., St. Louis
314-577-9400

Missouri History Museum: This
museum features special events,
workshops, family festivals, travel-
ing exhibits, tours and theatrical
and musical presentations.

Forest Park

5700 Lindell Blvd.

St. Louis
314-746-4599

Museum of Transportation: Fea-
turing over 70 locomotives, this 50-
acre museum boasts the country's



largest and most complete collec-
tion of American rail power, along
with intriguing cars, fire trucks,
buses and trolleys.

3015 Barrett Station Rd., St. Louis
314-965-7998

Old Chain of Rock Bridge/His-
torical Route 66: This bridge was
originally constructed as part of
Route 66. It was closed and re-
placed in 1967 by a new bridge, and
in 1999 it was reopened as a bicycle
and pedestrian bridge.

Riverview Dr., St. Louis
314-416-9930

Powder Valley Conservation Na-
ture Center: This 112-acre nature
center features wildlife exhibits, a
viewing area, three nature trails,
wildflowers, towering trees and
tangled vines.

11715 Cragwold, Kirkwood
314-301-1500

Rockwood Reservation: Visitors
to the Rockwoods Reservation
enjoy 1,843 acres that feature trails,
plants, animals, sprints, caves and
rock formations. 2751 Glencoe Rd.,
Wildwood 636-458-2236 ----------

St. Louis Art Museum: The St.
Louis Art Museum is one of the na-
tion's leading comprehensive art
museums. Its collections includes
works of art of exceptional quality
from virtually every culture and
time period including: Oceanic art,
pre-Columbian art, ancient Chinese
bronzes and European and Ameri-
can art of the late 19th and 20th
century. Forest Park,1 Fine Arts Dr.
St. Louis 314-721-0072

St. Louis Science Center: This sci-
ence center features 700 hands-on
exhibits, and animatronics Tyran-
nosaurus Rex, a giant kaleidoscope
and an OMNIMAX theatre. Its
planetarium is located in Forest
Park and accessed by an enclosed
bridge. OMNIMAX Theater, 5050
Oakland, St. Louis

314-289-4400

St. Louis Union Station: Desig-
nated as a National Historic Land-
mark in 1976, this
Romanesque-style building was de-
signed by architect Theodore Link.
1820 Market St., St. Louis
314-421-6655 ------------

St. Louis Zoo: Home to 6,200 ex-
otic animals and 749 species, the St.
Louis Zoo is visited by nearly
3,000,000 people each year.

Forest Park,1 Government Dr., St.
Louis  314-781-0900 --------------

Schlafly Beer: Offering regular
tours of their bottling line, this fa-
cility also features a "History of
Brewing in St. Louis" exhibit.

St. Louis Brewery, Inc.,2100 Lo-
cust St., St. Louis

314-241-2337

Six Flags St. Louis: Guests enjoy
the rides, shows and events at this
famous theme park. [-44 & Six
Flags Rd., Eureka 636-938-4800

World Aquarium @ City Mu-
seum: World Aquarium provides a
glimpse of nature in recreated
ecosystem displays focusing on
freshwater biomes as well as the
connecting oceanic biota. The
aquarium is an educational and ex-
citing experience. 701 N 15th St.,
2nd Floo,r St. Louis

314-647-9594

-
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These are two probable layouts that will be on tours during the NASG convention. On the left is the Sn3 layout of
Randy Meyer. On the right is Bob Jackson’s S standard gauge layout in Springfield, IL that will also be on a tour.
There will be a great variety of layouts on tour (to be determined) from Hi-rail, Standard gauge scale and Sn3. Those
who have been to previous Fall S Fests and Sn3 Symposiums in the St. Louis area can attest to that.

Photos by Jeff Madden



Prototype View - Hancock Yard
A Yard With a Purpose

o>

Hancock, West Virginia (officially Brosius) is the Baltimore & Ohio stop across the Potomac River from Hancock,
MD. Now, of course, it's CSX, but the yard shown here in the 1970s still serves the purpose of a holding yard for
covered hoppers full of sand from the Berkeley Springs, WV, Pennsylvania Glass Sand plant (renamed since). A
short branch line to the south connects the main and yard at Hancock where the sand loads are staged for mainline
pickup and empties are waiting for delivery to the sand plant. Upper left view looks east from the Route 522 highway
bridge. Upper right is the western view looking towards Cumberland. Photos by Jeff Madden

w
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Above is the former passenger station that served Hancock, MD across the river and served asa freight agent’s
office in the ‘70s and ‘80s. Directly across the mainline to the south is the passenger shelter.
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=

A four track signal bridge straddles the middle of the yard with classic B&O position signals. A handcar shed sits
at the base. The photo at right is the scale house used to weigh the sand cars.

10



Hancock Tower (HO) was one of the last lever and rod towers in use until just a few years ago. Old freight house

is used for maintenance storage. Note the layout of the diagram below. East is to the left and west to the right. The

branch (at left on the map) heads uphill to the south to reach the sand plant. Photos by Jeff Madden
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S TRACKS

By Sam Powell

Every Layout is Beautiful,
Or How to Increase the Joy in
Model Railroading.

Years ago, when [ was a young adult, new to the world
of S gauge, there was a kind, old gentleman in my
neighborhood who had a rather large tinplate American
Flyer layout. He had retired from the railroad industry,
so knew real trains far better than I did. And yet, instead
of recreating the real world in miniature, he had turned
his layout into a place to display souvenirs from his
travels around the world and around the country. There
were displayed on his layout some well known struc-
tures that could never possibly be in the same real world
location. On one end of the layout he had the Alamo,
and at the other sat the Eiffel tower. In between were
other, equally out of place famous buildings of one kind
or another. Now that was some railroad that could span
the Atlantic. At the time, I smiled and said that was nice,
but inside I was laughing at the foolishness of this. To
my young adult mind, this man was no model rail-
roader. And yet, as I have lived and learned, I have
Icome to see that every train layout is beautiful. I now
mean every word of that sentence.

I truly enjoy the fundamental act of creation that I am
seeing expressed before me in the model railroads I am
lucky enough to visit.. When my 85 year old grand-

mother asked me with startling, innocent childlike hon-
esty, “What is it for?” when viewing my Penn Creek
Valley for the first time I could not then answer her. I
could answer her now. A model railroad is a wonder-
ful expression of the deepest, inborn urge in humans,
and that is the urge to create. A model railroad fills a
space where once there was nothing, or sometimes just
a mess of clutter in the basement. The modelers have
grown this creation out of their minds first, and then out
of their physical effort second. A thought held in mind
became a creation in the physical world. As we model,
or construct our layout, in our best moments we can get
lost in the Zen of the creative act. It is in those moments
that we all can get in touch with our inner genius, and
with the modeling muse, if you will, in a special way.
Time can stop, and a complete loss of self awareness
happens as we work on our layouts. This state is one
thing that makes life truly worth living, and gives us in-
spiration during the day to get home to our projects in
the evening. You all know what I am talking about. At
its best it keeps us awake at night planning.

But this act of creation is a miracle of human existence
that we too often take for granted, which we thus fail to
enjoy when we see the layouts of others. We often fail
to appreciate the miracle of creativity that went into
someone else’s layout when we view it, because we are
usually too busy judging it’s perceived short comings.
We are thus left blind to much of the pleasure in the
hobby.

The sad thing is, no matter the appearance of the layouts
I have visited, from the smallest, simple oval or switch-
ing module, to the largest, most complete, and complex
ones, the owners always apologize for something about
the layout. This is absolutely true, and if you think back,
you can verify that you have either apologized yourself,




or witnessed it. The forthcoming apologies continue
through much assurance on my part that I think their
creation is beautiful. Where does this need to apologize
come from?

Of course, in part this apology comes from our personal
knowledge of things we have planned and not yet done,
or details that did not end up as we thought they would.
And that is understandable. This focus on the minor
negatives though, can keep us from appreciating the
beauty of what is good about our own work.

On a deeper, and more destructive level however, I be-
lieve it comes from the constant urge, that is also basic
to humans, to pass judgement on those around us. And,
criticism of others is almost always accompanied by
self criticism. When we enter the realm of criticism in-
stead of appreciation, no target gets missed including
ourselves. Like the old adage, when you point a finger
at someone, two fingers are pointing back.

It is an all too common reality that when we enter lay-
outs created by our fellow model railroaders (whom we
love by the way) there is a constant inner need to put
down what we are seeing in their creation as “too”
something, or “not enough” of something. . It is too big,
or too small, or too simple, or too messy, or too green,
or too brown. Or, not big enough, or not small enough,
or not detailed enough, or not accurate enough, or not
complete enough, or on and on.

I truly believe that until we can understand where that
need comes from, and be conscious of what we are
doing, we can never enjoy the wonderful layouts we are

seeing, nor can we truly feel comfortable about our own
beautiful creations. To prove that I am right about this,
next time you go to a convention, ask someone who
went on a layout tour to tell you about the layouts he
visited. Nearly always the reply will be “So-and-so’s
layout was nice, “BUT”...... And the BUT will be the
start of the things they found wrong with the layout. It
was too tall. It was too short. It was too crowded. It had
too many buildings on it. It had too many trains on it.
It didn’t have enough trains on it. It had too many
turnouts. It was scale. It was hi-rail. None of his cars
were weathered. All of his cars were weathered. There
were too many sidings. There were not enough sidings.
ETC,ETC,ETC,ETC,ETC.

It is sad, but it is true. Our list of buts can completely
negate the enjoyment of the experience. And, the sad-
dest thing is this impulse can inhibit our ability to ever
start our own layout. If all the layouts out there are so
full of “BUTS”, how can we ever build a good one? So
why do we do this, and how can we change? Why do
we condemn every example of creativity in a hobby
we embrace and enjoy? No one likes to be judged, so
why do we take on that right for ourselves?

This habit starts with the healthy practice of trying to re-
fine our self concepts, and what we want to do with the
hobby for ourselves. And there is nothing wrong with
that. But this purposeful, healthy, constructive rejecting
of ideas to form a clear concept of who we are breeds a
bad habit of condemnation that is never halted until we
realize the destructive nature of it. If, for example, we
choose to go hi-rail for our layout, there will be the ten-
dency from then on to justify this choice. This can, and




often includes the need to condemn scale wheels as
“too” something, or “not enough” something. Scale is
too hard to work with. Or scale wheels come off the
track too much. Or they are too hard to find. Or, chang-
ing to scale wheels would not be authentic enough in
the case of our collectible pieces. This is no small issue
in the history of S scale. I have heard some very vitri-
olic condemnations of both scale and hi-rail over the
years.

This habit is partly the result of not having complete
confidence in the choices we make, so we have to rein-
force the intelligence, or rightness of those choices by
making everything else bad. So if I chose Hi-Rail for
myself, and hold that as my model railroading identity,
then in order to keep feeling good about that choice I
have to make scale “bad” in my mind. The problem
here is that this mind set forces us to live in our own
world of condemnation. If we are condemning every-
thing that is not us, the inner assumption is that others
who are not us must be condemning our choices. The
result is everything we do on our layouts is a source of
worry that someone out there will point it out as not
enough, or too much of something. This mental world
absolutely diminishes the enjoyment in the hobby.

To make matters worse, the hobby press is full of au-
thors writing as if their opinion is the “right” one. These
well meaning authors are sharing their love of the
hobby, but the unintended consequence at times is that
of narrowing our minds, as we narrow our definition of
what is right or good in the hobby. So we all end up
looking for the holy grail of model railroad practice.
With each personal choice we make in our hobby we
create a more refined expression of who we are, which
is in and of itself a good thing. But at the same time we
create a larger and larger world of who we are not. And
that need to condemn who or what we are not gets
larger and larger.

So how do we break this habit, and thus open ourselves
to enjoying our own, and other’s modeling efforts more
fully? It starts with realizing we do not have to con-
demn all the things we don’t chose for ourselves. Give
the other guy the right to chose his way. There in lies
the freedom to enjoy your own choice. It is OK and
healthy for two people to be different. Once we accept
the other guy’s choice as being truly legitimate, then we
can relax with our own identity. What a boring world it
would be if everyone were the same.

You do not have to condemn the other guy to justify
your choice. Say that over and over if you need to. Bad
habits are broken by the repetition of good ones. Once
you take this attitude, you will be amazed at the in-
creased pleasure you will gain from your own layout.
You will no longer be worried what others will think
about what you chose to do on your own layout, all be-
cause you quit condemning what others have done on
their layouts. An enormous burden is lifted from your
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shoulders, and you are free to build your layout pretty
much any way you want, with deeper satisfaction than
before. Your work then becomes an expression of a
deeper you, and not the fear of what others may say.

Don’t be tempted to think I am over estimating, or ex-
aggerating this effect. I have known some wonderful
model railroaders with national reputation and expo-
sure who lived in great fear that a visitor was going to
question something on their layouts as “wrong” or
poorly done. One of these fellows never did get scenery
on his layout simply because his insecurities caused
him to obsess over the detail of the track. And, his track
was beautiful. This obsession was the result of fearing
a visitor would see an error in his track. I know this is
so because he in fact told me so. Don’t take this state-
ment the wrong way. There is nothing wrong with a lay-
out without scenery, if fear is not the cause of this. If
you don’t care for scenery, that is just fine. But he al-
ways planned to scenic his layout. Sadly, he has left us
now.

So let’s say we manage to adopt the mental habit of ac-
ceptance of the modeling practices of other modelers.
Acceptance is wonderful, and will bring greater joy to
your hobby. But acceptance is not the ultimate hobby
state of mind. The next, better step is to actually see
those difference as beautiful. Celebrate the creativity
expressed by each person in our hobby. If the layout
builder chooses to put the Eiffel tower next to the
Alamo on his layout try to see the joy this person takes
in their creation.

These are not easy changes to make in the way we think
about the hobby. These are ingrained habits. So what
do you say when someone asks you about the layout
tour you went on? Instead of describing what you
didn’t like, simply describe it, without any value judge-
ments. That will feel funny to you at first. We are so
used to using the judgement words, (“too” and “not
enough” that we will not know for sure what to say. If
that is not possible, actively look for what you do like,
and then talk about only those things. Maybe we can
make a habit of being non judgmental, and of being
positive.

So lighten up. Accept your model creation, and the cre-
ation of others as the beautiful expression of human
creativity that they are. Let’s try to embrace every
model railroad expression out there. You will be grant-
ing yourself and your fellow model railroaders a great
gift. It is a gift that will be returned with a greater en-
joyment this wonderful hobby on every level, and of a
closer, tighter knit hobby community. I hope I haven’t
been too heavy in this column. My purpose is not to
weigh you down, but to lighten your world by sharing
something of value I have learned over the years that
has increased my enjoyment of the hobby. All model
railroads are beautiful. Sam Powell



S-PIKES

Here are 4 photos of different “S”
layouts that further illustrate Sam
Powell’s column.

A mostly complete BTS mine on
Larry Morton’s scale layout.
-Photo by Jeff Madden

David Avedesian’s hi-rail layout fea-
tures this large roundhouse and
turntable.

-Photo by Jeff Madden

Here is a view through William

Young’s Scale Bascule bridge (Dec.

Dispatch). Realism is paramount.
-Photo by William Young

This is a recreation of a Gilbert Amer-
ican Flyer layout called “Tom Thumb”
built by Father Ed Hyland of Massa-
chusetts. This illustrates the toy her-
itage of S scale.

-Photo by Jeff Madden
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A Union Pacific freight heads in to St. Louis past the
Kirkwood, MO, station on former Missouri Pacific
tracks. This is a nice spot to photograph real trains.
Photos this page by Jeff Madden

DANGER!
. '.zh.(} I. I-_' T“-

W///// / - 5

Yes, the St. Louis Zoo has a train too. It’s a really nice  The St. Louis MetroLink is fun to ride, inexpensive and
zoo for the whole family. can easily get you from the convention hotel to down-

town St. Louis where you can visit the “Arch” or the
Union Station mall.




Above is a photo taken of just a few of the extensive locomotive and rolling stock collection at the St. Louis Museum
of Transport - a tour included with your registration at the NASG Annual Convention. Below - an eastbound Union

Pacific freight is climbing out of the valley past Dupo Tower with downtown St. Louis in the background as it heads

for the bridge over the Mississippi River to lllinois. Photos Jeff Madden




The Straight & Narrow

By David L. Heine

News and Reviews on the Narrow Gauge Front

24th Sn3 Symposium

The 24th Sn3 Symposium was held
February 25 — 28, 2009 in Clearwa-
ter, Florida. Carla and I were able
to attend as part of a winter vaca-

tion. The Symposium was held a
little later in the month this year
since it normally is held to include
President’s Day . In case you don’t
know, the Symposium started as a
winter get-together of a few Sn3
modelers and has grown since then.

>dd ﬂf'ﬂ’erts Sn3 Iayouaj

" 'Dave Heine photos .

Due to the current economy, atten-
dance was down from the previous
Symposium, but still about 100
modelers were present and all had
a good time. As has been the case
recently, not everyone in attendance
models in Sn3. There were narrow
gaugers who model in different
scales and I also saw a few S stan-
dard gauge modelers.

The format is similar to the national
narrow gauge convention.
Evenings and mornings are for clin-
ics and the manufacturer’s room,
while afternoons are open for do-it-
yourself layout tours. There also is
a model contest and Saturday
evening had the awards/business
meeting. Charlie Getz was a guest
speaker on Saturday evening. In
case you don’t know, Charlie gives
a humorous take on the National
Narrow Gauge Convention each
year, and while not an S scale mod-
eler he was invited to the Sympo-
sium this year to give his take on
the Symposium.

There were different twelve clinics
on various topics, of which I man-
aged to go to seven. On Wednesday
evening, the first clinic was actually
an introduction on “what to see”. It
was an overview of the clinic top-
ics, the layouts on the tours, and
other attractions in the area. I liked
the idea of an introduction and
helped me make up my mind on
layout priorities.

Jon Addison’s Sn3 Silverton Cen-
tral modular (sectional) layout was
set up at the convention center just
outside the manufacturer’s room.
Jon is an expert scenery builder,
which shows on this layout. There
were 16 layouts on tour and the
convention committee was selec-
tive of what was included. I
thought all the layouts I saw were
worthwhile and there were no “Ply-
wood Pacifics”. They were all
good layouts with at least major
areas, if not completely, sceniced.
Ted Van Pelt and Larry Cox had
their Sn3 layouts open and Bob
Spaulding had his S (scale) layout
open. The remainders were HO,
HOn3, On30 and G



The manufacturer’s room was not
as full as last year’s Symposium,
but vendors in attendance included
P-B-L, Turner Models, Ragg’s...to
Riches, Heimburger Publishing,
Mt. Albert Scale Lumber, Rio
Grande Models, plus several
smaller vendors and some people
selling off some of their excess
equipment. Banta Modelworks
wasn’t there in person but had a

table full of kits using a representa-
tive.

The weather during the Symposium
was great and was a nice break
from the Pennsylvania winter. Now
I know why so many retired people
from my area spend this time of
year in Florida. Next year the Sym-
posium will be in Houston, Texas
from February 24-27. See

www.Sn3-2010 for more informa-
tion. The 2011 Symposium will be
in Pasadena, California. 2012 and
beyond are not yet scheduled. If
you appreciate good modeling and
need a winter break consider at-
tending.

These scenes are on the portable Silverton Central Sn3 layout that was a feature display at the Florida Sn3 2009
Symposium. Note how the facia boards are notched out to feature the scenery contour rather than being straight

Photos by Dave Heine




Even standard gauge S got in on the act at the Symposium as demonstrated by this photo of Bob Spaulding’s

layout. Photo by Dave Heine
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PORT LINES HOBBIES

""Specialists in S-Gauge Railroading”
—AMERICAN FLYER PARTS SERVICE —
ON-LINE CATALOG, OR $6.00 BY MAIL.

6 Storeybrooke Drive Newburyport, MA 01950 (978)-465-8798

| VISIT OUR WEBSITE: SEVERAL NEW PRODUCT LINES !

Arriving in MAY: New reefer from Port Lines,
produced exclusively for us by S-Helper Service.
ORDER NOW!

el 1T

il Y T e Lite Sy
Red, Silver, & Black.
Multi-color Fireman Logo
Two numbers

— $49 each, + shipping
Two new 8 . A A [$6.00 (1 car); $9.00 (2 cars)]
S-scale $E
structure Kits,

exclusively from
PLHS!

Made for us by
Banta Models.

Introductory price:
$75.00 each

+ shipping. “Up The Creek Paddle Shop”
(plus “alternative” signage)

“Litchfield Station”

Both kits now in
stock.

VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, AMEX, & PAYPAL ACCEPTED.

VISIT US AT: www.portlines.com

E-mail: doug@portlines.com




S TRACK PLANNING PART VIl

By Jeff Madden
The Delaware & Western
&\ —> 3
| Ll | = o el No, this isn’t Frank Titman’s
& = , N _ _{_ —,| famous S hi-rail layout of the
———
)

1960s. Instead, this is an-
other S layout I redid from
one with that name built by
an O scaler named Frank
Smith of New Jersey in the
1930s. If you look back at
the June 2005 Dispatch
you’ll see this layout shown
in its original form.

Coal, fuel

The original design is strictly
basic, so I upgraded it to
make a more useful layout
out of it. My redesign keeps
the simplicity of the original
one, but makes it become
more operationally friendly.

Lmpim LevEL mLL O BL.
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It’s basically a level mainline
loop with a dead-end branch-
line going up to a second
level. A wye is used to turn
locomotives  using  the
branch. A peekaboo in the
backdrop or a well-placed

. 1 mirror can be used to view
- \ - the hidden turnout.
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—. W _% The branchline locomotives
utilize the turntable and serv-
icing facilities on the little
shelf by the stairs. If diesels
are used, the engine facilties
could be turned into a lumber
mill to add industry. Then
the structure at the main
N town could be used for the
enginehouse.
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= The mainline would have
@] through hidden staging
1 tracks under the mine area.

The stub end staging tracks
| under the stairs could be used
1| to store cars coming off the
JJ| branch.

\ «
_ , V\(((\\ ¥ fles| At 157 x 337 this layout
: @ | would fit many basements
- R ] @ : and be simple enough to
\ & build and operate as a home
‘N\& | layout.
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ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.NASG.ORG

AVAILABLE ONLY TO NASG MEMBERS

DESCRIPTION PRICE S XL 2X TOTAL
NASG T-SHIRT $8.00 n/a
Ash color with blue logo (2X $11.00)
NASG GOLF SHIRT $20.00 n/a
Dark Blue with pocket (2X $22.00)
NEW! NASG DENIM GOLF SHIRT $20.00 n/a
Short Sleeve (2X $22.00)
NASG NAME BADGE $10.00 ea.
QUANTITY >
NASG CLOTH PATCHES $2.00 ea.
NASG LAPEL PINS $3.00 ea.
NASG CAPS
Polymesh, dark blue with white NASG logo $6.50 ea.
AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS
NASG #5 KADEE COUPLER HEIGHT GAUGE $3.50 ea.
Gauge measures car on track for proper 17/32” height or 2 for $6.75 QUANTITY >
NASG #802 KADEE COUPLER HEIGHT GAUGE $3.50 ea.
Gauge measures car on track for proper 17/32” height or 2 for $6.75
NASG S-3, S-4 TRACK & WHEEL GAUGE $2.65 ea.
Stainless steel, instructions included or 2 for $4.50
CLEARANCE GAUGE $7.95
2 Pack- 1 laser cut wood, 1 plastic per package
ARMCO BUILDING KIT $20.00
per kit
AMERICAN FLYER INSTRUCTION BOOK
A.C. Gilbert Co. $4.00 ea.
MIS-STAMPED TRACK GAUGE $1.00 ea
Only purchase if you are familiar with this gauge ’ ’
SUB TOTAL >
SHIPPING (Add15% to sub-total) >
GRAND TOTAL >
Address Checks NAME
and return to:
NASG CLEARINGHOUSE ADDRESS
c/o William Mark, Jr.
438 Rossway Road CITY STATE zp
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569
1-845-635-8553 PHONE EMAIL

or order online at:

Wwww.nasg.org NASG MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

08/2007
Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery
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THE CLUB SANDWICH
T BDwerel

By Dave Pool

he Bristol S Gaugers (BSG) met
I at the home of Chet Brown for their
January meeting. The club held
their annual holiday party on Dec. 14, and
was hosted by Michael, Deane, and
Matthew Greene The BSG also attended
and operated a layout at the Railroad
Hobby Show sponsored by the Amherst
Railway Society on Jan. 24/25, 2009 at the
Eastern States Exposition. The club set up
and operated one of their modular layouts
at the First Annual Westside Model Train
Show held on Saturday, Feb. 28, at the
West Springfield Middle School, West
Springfield, MA. The club set up and op-
erated their layout at the Greenberg Train
& Toy Show, on March 28/29, in Wilming-
ton, MA.

he Connecticut S Gaugers (CSG)

met at the home of Bob Davis for their
Dec. meeting in Old Lyme, CT. on Dec. 6,
2008  The host has a large detailed and
sceniced layout with the ability to operate
long trains. Bill Fuhrman is club Presi-
dent, Steve Kutash, V.P.; Craig O’Connell
Sect’y/Editor; and your column editor is
Treasurer of the club.  The club is pur-
chasing club hats and shirts ( both with and
without pockets) that have the name of the
club on them. Steve Kutash and Bob
Comstock are coordinating the ordering of
the shirts. The next meeting of the club
members is scheduled to be hosted by Stan
Stokrocki, in June, in Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
There may be a meeting in May, but the
club is looking for members to host the
meetings, normally held in members
homes. Bob Comstock hosted the Febru-
ary meeting at his home in Madison, CT .
Bob has expanded and upgraded his hi-rail
layout since moving several years ago.
The present layout includes many custom
built model buildings (built by Bob ) and a
collection of Tootsie Toy vehicles along
with an automatic operated crossing gate.

he Pioneer Valley S Gaugers (PVSG)
met at the home of Frank Grano, on
February 21. Club member Steve Allen
demonstrated some Ribband brand mate-
rial that he uses for curtains in model
buildings. The material was purchased at

a local Michael’s Art & Craft store. Frank
Grano has edited the club newsletter, and
Dave Plourde, founder of the club, is tak-
ing back over the editing and distribution
of the newsletter. Club members are plan-
ning to meet at the Steaming Tender
Restaurant for their meeting in June, and
to have lunch. Jim Richardson hosted the
club members for their meeting on March
21. The club is planning on a joint meeting
or event with the BSG club members in
July, 2009.

he Canadian S Scale Quarterly

(CSSQ) is the official publication of
the Canadian S modelers. The most re-
cent issue had photos of a 2-10-4 steam
loco with the caption “the above model is
S scale, but we don’t have any information
on it”. The photo of the model has what
appears to be the prototype on a turntable
in another photo on the same page. Helen
Hicks edited the most recent issue of the
Quarterly. All submissions to the newslet-
ter should be sent to Alex Binkley, in Ot-
tawa, ON. Canada. S Scale Workshop
member Pete Moffett is recovering at
home from a freak accident that occurred
in mid-October, 2008. Pete was on a mo-
torcycle tour with three other companions,
in Vermont when a passing log truck
trailer tipped over and spewed its load of
logs at the group. Pete was the most sev-
erly injured of the people on the tour. He
is an NMRA Master Modeler and had
plenty of visitors enquiring about his con-
dition at a recent train show in Toronto,
where CSSQ members were in atten-
dance.The recent issue of the newsletter in-
cluded an article by Barry Silverthorn on
the Middleton & Sons Warehouse and
Transfer model kit by Grand River Mod-
els.. Denis Fortier authored an article on
RR speeders, and his operation of one on
Train Simulator software on his computer
that was included in the recent Quarterly.

he Western N.Y. S scale Association
(WNYSSA) has been having work
sessions on Wednesday evenings at the
home of Paul Wachowicz getting their 4 ft.
x 8 ft. layout ready for displays at shows
and other events. The newsletter is being

distributed by e-mail, as a cost savings to
the membership The club renewed their
NASG booster ad, which appeared in the
recently published directory issue. The
new layout was set up and displayed at the
TTOS Train Show held on Jan. 24/25 at the
Leonard Post in Cheektowaga, N.Y. The
club met at the Danny’s South restaurant
in Orchard Park, N.Y. for their February
meeting. The WNYSSA set up and oper-
ated a layout at the GSME Train Show on
March 29, 2009 at the Batavia
Downs,Batavia, N.Y. with the Rochester
Area S Gaugers. Both clubs brought mod-
ules and operated trains at the event.

he Rochester Area S Gaugers Club

(RASG) has a web site managed by
member Bill Johnson, and it is used to dis-
play photos of recent events that the club
has planned and attended. The club set up
and helped display a layout at the GSME
Train Show, held on March 29, at the
Batavia Downs, Batavia, N.Y. The club
did the set up jointly with the WNYSSA
club members, and those attending brought
trains and operated them at the show. The
club website includes a scrapbook and
schedule of events page.

he Waybill is the official newsletter

publication of the South Jersey S
Gaugers (SJSG) and the club meets on a
regular basis on the first Friday of the
month, at the Stratford, N.J. Senior Center.
Play Trains events are held by the club at a
member’s home to operate a layout or to
visit a model RR event or place, without
any club business meeting taking place.
Officers of the club are: Hank Worrell,
Pres.;Greg Berndtson, V.P.; Steve Poli-
towski, Sec’ty.; Joe Balcer, Treasurer; and
Jim Oliver, Assistant Treasurer. Mike Mc-
Connell edits the club newsletter. The club
is to be commended on their use of stand-
ing committees that are responsible for
various activities and duties of the club op-
erations. They have a Layout Committee,
History Committee, Clinic Committee,
Trip Committee, all that perform various
duties of the club activities. This organiza-
tional setup allows (or makes operational
) various members to participate in the
events of the club. One person is not re-
sponsible for planning, organizing and
over-seeing the club activities.

The SJSG club meetings typically have
clinics related to the construction and
maintenance of S scale trains, or other top-

23



ics of interest to the members. Don
McGinnis gave a clinic on weathering
rolling stock at a recent club meeting. An-
other recent clinic was on scenery. Club
member Tom Williams gave a clinic on
control panel orientation, and club presi-
dent Hank Worrell gave one on the repair
of AF smoke units.

The SJSG supported the request of the
NASG to set up and operate their layout at
the World’s Greatest Hobby Show, held on
Jan. 3-4, 2009 at the Greater Phila. Expo
Center, Oaks, PA. The club also planned to
set up and display their layout at the train
show held on June 2-/21, 2009 in Tucka-
hoe, N.J. at the Upper Twp. Community
Center. A recent issue of the newsletter
had an article on the construction of a
bridge car, as edited by John Aaron. The
car consists of a bridge beam or turntable
beam that might be transported by a RR
using two trucks, one at each end of the
beam being carried. The model could be
fabricated using Evergreen brand plastic I-
beam material or other from a scrap box.
The article included several photos of a
prototype car with a large beam on it.

he North Penn S Gaugers (NPSG)

held their February meeting at the
home of Barry Simpson and were hosted
by Ben Serzos on March 21 for their meet-
ing. The club members discussed the pur-
chase of an S gauge train set that could be
given away at train shows where the club
set up and operated a layout. Club member
Ray Nase suggested that the club could do
a fund raiser for the Haycock Camping
Ministries, who lost their barn to a fire re-
cently. The club was considering a two day
train show at the Heritage Restaurant or the
Boys and Girls Club, in Souderton, PA.
Club member Joe Bolsar distributes infor-
mation about the club and meeting minutes
for publicity about the club activities. The
club set up their layout at the Gilbertsville
Firehouse Train Shopw, on March 15, and
plan to display their layout at the April 3-
5 train exhibit at the Lower Providence Li-
brary, Lower Providence, PA. Ray Nase
will coordinate the bringing and returning
of the layout to the point of the exhibition.
The club held election of officers for the
new year, and the following have agree to
serve: Alex Larkin,President; Roger Ger-
hart, V.P.; Norm Lepping,Secretary; and
Barry Simpson, Treasurer. Roger Gerhart
located a source for RR theme lapel pins,
and the club members are considering pur-
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chase of same to use at train shows and
other events where the members could sig-
nify their status as club members.

he Neshaminy Valley AF Club

(NVAFQ) held their December meet-
ing at the home of Mike Ramsey. Mike
coordinates the club activities and distrib-
utes the club newsletter via e-mail. Susan
and Jim Duffy held the meeting at their
home on January 9. Club members made
their annual trip to the Lancaster, PA. area
on Dec. 27, 2008. Members and Spouses
went on the trip, that included the Penn.
RR Museum, and other RR related attrac-
tions in the area, including the Choo-Choo
Barn, with a meal at the Shady Maple and
Bird-in-Hand restaurants.

he Susquehanna S Gaugers (SSG)

were considering a visit to the private
layout of Bob Weaver, of Weaver’s Model
Trains Company. Dick Purnell was to co-
ordinate the visit scheduled for January 18,
2009. Jim Ingram demonstrated the use of
magnetic block controls to operate multi-
ple trains and engines on the same loop of
track at a recent meeting of the club mem-
bers. Jim is interested in the control of
more than one train on a layout without the
use of exotic DCC or other recent control
systems. Dave VanGilder issues publicity
info on the club and their activities. Dave
conducted a business meeting including
the club members at the Nov. meeting.

he Pittsburgh S Gaugers (PSG) held

a Coffee and Trains get together at
Kings Restaurant, in Harmerville, PA. on
Jan.. 12, 2009. These meetings are well at-
tended and are separate from the regular
meetings of the club, held in members’
homes. Jonathon Knox coordinates the
club activities and distributes the club
newsletter via e-mail. The January club
meeting was held at the facilities of
Kennedy First Alliance church, near Mc-
Kees Rocks, PA. (the church of Jonathon
Knox). The club met at the same location
on Feb. 28. Atarecent club meeting it was
discussed whether there should be a formal
presentation at the regular meetings, and
the members present decided to not have
any formal presentation, but such could be
used if the show and tell and discussion
topics became exhausted. The club has
found a good location for meeting loca-
tions are church social halls or fire dept.
halls. A member of the club can host the
meeting and coordinate the availability of

the hall. The club members discussed pos-
sible programs for their meetings, and a lot
of very good ideas were presented at one
of the recent meetings. These included
having a white elephant sale where mem-
bers could sell their unwanted train-related
items, and a clinic on assembly of a wood
laser kit, where the club would provide,
and members participating would purchase
a small building to practice on as part of
the clinic. The club attended and set up an
operating layout at the Greenberg Train
Show held on February 7/8, 2009 at the
Laurel Highlands Event Center, near West-
moreland Mall, Greensburg, PA. Jon
Knox and Roger Schneider coordinated the
club’s attendance and operations at the
show. The club set up a layout at the Mid
Mon Valley RR Club Train Show on Feb.
22,2009. The club has two operating lay-
outs, including a hi-rail layout and a mod-
ular layout, both of which can be used to
display trains at shows and events. The
club members are planning to upgrade and
maintain both layouts by changing scenery
items and upgrading the electronics. The
PSG was invited to bring and display a
layout at the NMRA Jamboree to be held at
the Robert Morris University, on Saturday,
March 21 The club members are planned
to attend the Great Scale Model Train
Show and All-American Hi-Rail & Collec-
tors Train Shows in Timonium, MD. on
April 4 & 5.

The Baltimore Area AF Club
(BAAFC) club members met at the
Marley Station Mall in Glen Burnie, Mary-
land for their meeting on Feb. 14. Paul and
Russ Love hosted the club members at the
Mall where they built and operate a train
display layout. The club celebrated its
15th anniversary in 2007, being first
formed in 1992. The club set up and oper-
ated a layout at the TTOS Train Show, on
March 15, in Earleigh Heights, MD. The
club also planned to setup and operate a
layout at the Great Scale Model Train
Show, Timonium, Md.. on April 4 & 5.
Ron Kolb edits the club newsletter, and co-
ordinates the club activities. A recent issue
of the club newsletter included an article
by Monte Hepp on “American Flyer
Switch Tune Up” A recent club newsletter
issue contained an article by David
Avedesian on “How to Design a Helix for
Your Operating Layout” The construction
articles are included in the newsletters as a
separate page, punched for easy saving in
a three ring binder. The club members



have decided to have train repair sessions
at their meetings to make repairs on train
equipment, and teach the members how to
perform certain train repair techniques.
The club does civic events with their lay-
out which is commendable and recently set
up a layout at the Children’s Hospital in
Bethesda, MD and Johns Hopkins Hospital
in Baltimore, MD. These events are well
received by the hospital personnel and pa-
tients, their parents and visitors to the hos-
pital. The club planned to meet at the
home of David and Sam Blu, in Baltimore,
MD. on April 18. Tony Molinaro hosted
the club members for their meeting at his
home in York, PA. on March 21, 2009.

he Atlantic Coast S Gaugers (Car-

olinas Div.): Good news from the
ACSG is the formation of the Piedmont
Division. This club encompasses an area
from Charlotte, N.C. to Anderson, S.C.
along I-85 and from Asheville, N.C. to Co-
lumbia, S.C. along I-26. The members will
continue to support and operate modules.
They want to evolve into a club that will
meet at members homes to further interest
in S gauge model railroading. Bill Ware
and Gene Sankowski are coordinating for-
mation of the new club. David Bulkin sup-
plied information on the club. There are
fifteen members of the new club and mod-
ule ownership is not a requirement for
membership.

he Trinity Express S Scalers (TESS)

is a Dallas/Ft. Worth Texas area club
that regularly meets on the second Monday
of the month at the Tupinaba Mexican
Restaurant, Dallas, TX. Ted Weiler is trhe
unofficial secretary of the group. The club
has in the past shown a layout at two
shows in the area where they meet. They
planned to set up and operate a layout at
the Fort Worth Convention Center, on Dec.
13-14, in Hall A. The club has a large
modular layout measuring approx. 38 ft. x
24 ft. The club also displayed a layout at
the train show held on New Years day at
the Plano Center, Plano, TX. Prospective
members are welcomed by the club mem-
bers, and Ted Weiler should be contacted
at: <flier61@sbcglobal.net

he Chicagoland Area S Gaugers
(CASG) was founded in 1970, and in-
corporated in 2008. Past meetings of the
club have been held at the St. Paul
Lutheran School, Melrose Park, IL. The
club recently set up and operated one of

their layouts at the Fox Valley Division of
the NMRA Train Show, held on Feb. 27
to March 1, in Palatine, IL The CASG
members have been working on their mod-
ules, and have wiring done so that they can
operate trains using standard AC, DC,
DCC, Trainmaster Command Control, and
Locomatic control by switching power
supplies. Joel Lebovitz has been coordi-
nating improvements on the club modules.
The club held a meeting at the American
Legion Room of the Hinsdale Village Hall,
Hinsdale, IL. on February 20. The March
20 club meeting was held at the Hinsdale
Village Hall, Hinsdale, IL., the new loca-
tion of the club meetings. The club is look-
ing for an alternate location for their
meetings. The members participated in the
Great Midwest Train Show, held on March
8, in Wheaton, IL. and the All-American
RR Show sponsored by the DuPage Divi-
sion of the NMRA on March 27-28, 2009.
Joel Weber is scheduled to host the club
members for a meeting at his home on
April 17, in Napierville, IL. The club is
seeking to fill the position of club secre-
tary. Club member Joel Lebovitz has vol-
unteered to serve as the program
committee chairman for the club meeting
programs. The club is planning for the Fall
S Fest to be hosted and run by the club in
2010. Committees are being formulated
and members solicited to serve on them to
make the event a success.

he Cuyahoga Valley S Gaugers

(CVSG) are hosting the 2009 Spring
S Spree, on April 30-May 2 . The event
will be at the Holiday Inn Select,
Strongville, OH. The event will be a great
place to meet others interested in our fa-
vorite trains, and is scheduled to include a
buffet dinner, auction, clinics, a picnic and
other favorite activities There will be op-
erating layouts and trading tables for atten-
dees to enjoy. Club member Gene
Rominski is handling the reservations and
sale of the Spree S car, which will be a
Sherwin Williams covered hopper car,
made by S Helper Service. The Spree car
has special decoration made with the ap-
proval of the Sherwin Williams Paint
Company.

he Miami Valley S Gaugers (MVSG)
set up and operated their layout at the
Great Train Expo, Hara Arena, Dayton,
OH. on March 21-22, 2009 Recent elec-
tions resulted in the following officers of
the club: John Clifford, Pres.; Dennis

White, Treasurer; Tony Garza, Corres.
Sect’y.; and Mike Mitter, Board Member.
Tony Garza faithfully distributes the club
minutes of club meetings and events.
The Feb. 21, 2009 meeting of the club had
a clinic on tree making by Dave Decker.
Dave demonstrated the use of a Noch
Static Grass applicator, and techniques for
using regular ground grass cover for the
trees. Members of the club have been at-
tending work sessions at the home of Larry
Beam to work on their modules. Tom & Ila
Hartrum hosted the club for the meeting
and refreshments were served. The club is
seeking members houses for the forthcom-
ing meetings in 2009. The club is planning
to set up and display their layout at the
Miami Valley Rail Festival, Carillon Park,
in June,2009, as well as at a nursing home
in Eaton, OH. on May16/17, 2009.

he Hoosier S Gaugers (HSG) re-

cently issued their first issue of their
quarterly newsletter. It was distributed via
e-mail with a colorful heading with the
motto: “Promoting the NASG and all as-
pects of S scale in Indiana”. On October
10th the HSG will sponsor the Annual In-
dianapolis S Show next October 10 in the
Indianapolis area. The club is planning for
this event. Member Jerry Schnur held an
open house at his house on Jan. 17. The
HSG took a small layout to the Central In-
diana NMRA meet at Noblesville on Jan.
25.

he Stateline S Gaugers (SLSG) has a

newsletter ably edited by Vera Flood,
and the various issues provide interesting
facts about railroads and the club activities.
The newsletter includes listings of RR and
model RR events that might be of interest
to the club members. SLSG club officers
include: Jim Larson, President; George
Sorensen, V.P.; Vera Flood, Secretary;
Dave Pippitt, Treasurer; and Dave Ober-
holtzer, ,Jon Sevall, & Dave Wilma, Board
of Trustees members. The club is plan-
ning for the 2009 Fall S-Fest which they
are scheduled to host. A committee was
formed which would have the responsibil-
ity of the event and have the club president
as an ex-officio member. Doug Allen has
agreed to be chairman of the event, and
was included in the seven members who
will form the committee to plan and organ-
ize the event. The club is looking for a
place to set up and work on their modular
layout, and they are actively seeking new
club members. A mailing was made to all
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known S gaugers in the area where the
club holds events and meetings. No
replies were received from any possible
members. David Wilma suggested that
brochures be placed in the local libraries to
solicit possible new members.  The an-
nual Christmas party of the club was held
on Dec. 20, at the Firefly Restaurant,
Loves Park, IL. The club attended the
Midway Village Train Show, on Nov. 1 &
2, 2008 in Rockford, IL. Roger and Vera
Flood brought a 4 ft. x 8 ft. layout and Phil
Howe displayed some AF All Aboard pan-
els. Club members were present to help
with the layout set up and operations The
February 15 club meeting was held at the
Conover Square, downtown Oregon, IL.
Gary Cychosz was the host for the meet-
ing, and members could bring trains to op-
erate as there were provisions to operate S,
N, HO, O and G gauge trains. Roger and
Vera Flood hosted the club members for
their March meeting. Rob & Barb Disse
were scheduled to host the April meeting
of the club and Dick and Bernie Bird were
scheduled for the May,2009 meeting hosts.

The Southeastern Michigan S
Gaugers (SMSG) are planning for the
2010 Spring S Spree, to be organized and
sponsored by them on April 30/May 1,
2010. The event will be held in the Dear-
born Community & Performing Arts Cen-
ter., near the Amtrak station in Dearborn,
MI. Flyers have been printed and the or-
ganization of the event is underway. It’ll
be the first S Spree for the group after join-
ing the three Ohio clubs in the rotation.

he Northern Ohio S Scalers (NOSS)

held their February 22 meeting at the
home of Wayne Tomsic, in Broadview
Heights, OH.. Jack Sudimak coordinates
the club activity, and John Henning ably
edits and distributes the club newsletter is-
sues. The club just celebrated their tenth
anniversary, with the first meeting held on
Dec. 26, 1998. At a recent meeting the club
had a special decorated one layer cake
commemorating their anniversary. Gary
Ippolito wrote an article published in a re-
cent issue of the club newsletter that ex-
plained about the growth and changes in
the club activities over the past ten years.
The club recently welcomed two new
members, Wayne Tomsic, and John
Madoni both of Uhrichsville, OH. John
Henning is planning to distribute the club
newsletter via e-mail to save costs of
postage. On Feb. 19, the club members
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were invited to visit the layout of Harold
Taylor. The layout is HO and groups can
operate local trains, switching various in-
dustries on the layout. There is an operat-
ing coal tipple, to load and to dump hopper
cars. A second operating dump on the lay-
out is used to dump ore cars containing

gypsum.

he Badgerland S Gaugers (BSG)

held a swap meet at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, Greenfield, WI..on Dec.
28,2008. The first meet for the new year
was on Jan. 25, 2009. New officers
elected recently include: Steve Lunde,
President; Richard Wade, V.P.; Jeffrey
Young, Treasurer; and Ron Schlicht, Sec-
t’y./Editor of the club newsletter. Directors
of the club include: Dick Kloes, Ray Puls,
and Trumann Garrett. Ron Schlicht ably
coordinates the club meetings, and edits
the club newsletters. A recent listing of
the membership of the club included 74
members. Jm Starosta held the Octo-
ber,2008 club meeting at his home in
Greenfield, WI on the 26 day of the month.
Jeffrey Young hosted the club meeting in
December in Menomonee Falls, WI. Elec-
tion of officers and Directors was held at
that meeting. Ron Schlicht coordinates
the meeting schedule for the club meetings
generally held at the members homes.

he AF S Gaugers of the St. Louis

Area (AFSGSLA) held their March
20 meeting at the home of Rita and Moe
Berk, in Westport, MO. Moe coordinates
the club events and Gary Mueller edits the
club newsletters. The AFSGSLA is
scheduledto meet at the St. Peters , MO
home of Dee and Bob Muhling, on April
17.  The club recently established an e-
mail address, at: afsgsla@sbcglobal.net.
Club member Lloyd Taffee and his wife
Norma celebrated their 50th wedding an-
niversary this past summer. Lloyd is a
long term member of the AFSGSLA.
Club member David Stevens has agreed to
coordinate the club meeting locations and
times, to help reduce the work load of Gary
Mueller and Moe Berk Jo and Mark
Hieger have invited the club members to
their Lincoln County (near Troy, MO)
home for a club picnic on Saturday, May
2. Planned is a fun afternoon of trains,
friendship, and a picnic luncheon. . The
club displayed both their sectional layout
and the double helix layout at the Great
Train Expo Train Show on February 7-8,
in St. Charles, MO. On Feb. 14, the club

displayed their sectional layout at the train
show in Dupo, Ill. Barry Dolan coordi-
nated both the club layout set ups. The
club members and friends attended a Serv-
ice of Praise and Thanks to God for the life
of Nancy Glass, who was the wife of club
member Martin Glass and died on Jan. 2,
2009. The club members offered support,
condolences, and sympathy to the family
of Laura Yvonne Riggin, Laura was the
wife of club member Gary Brandenburger
who conducted a memorial service on Feb.
14, 20009.

he Inland Empire S Gaugers Assoc.

of the Pacific Northwest ( IES-
GAPN) is celebrating their 40th anniver-
sary this year and will have an S gauge
tank car made by American Models. Bob
Bowen is coordinating the design and or-
dering of the car. Bob hosted the club
members for their Nov. meeting in St
Maries, ID. on the 8th of the month.  Jon
Kettner ably edits the club newsletter, and
coordinates the club activities. The club
had a meeting/banquet on March 14, at
Conleys Place restaurant, Spokane, WA..
In past years, weather has been a factor on
the attendance and the banquet was moved
to March to insure good attendance at the
event. Attendance is good at the banquets.
Tom Brooke will host the club on April 11
for their monthly meeting in Spokane, WA.
The club set up their layout at the Model
Railroad Train Show held on Feb. 15 at the
Student Activities Bldg. of Spokane Com-
munity College. The show was sponsored
by the River City Modelers, and the IES-
GAPN club held a meeting at the show.
The club was planning to attend the Rail-
road Show and Swap meet held on March
22 at the Beasley Performing Arts Center
of Washington State University, Pullman,
WA. The event was sponsored by the
Palouse Empire Rail Society, and was a
one day show. Doug Sassman is scheduled
to hold the May meeting of the club at his
home in Chewelah,WA. Ray Pearson is
scheduled for the June meeting on the 13th
of the month, and Jess Bennett will host
the club on July 11 for their monthly meet-
ing. Jess has a fabulous S scale layout with
western scenery and large radius curves to
accommodate the large steam locos that
Jess likes to operate. The layout has been
featured in several model train magazines,
and Jess has custom built most of the loco-
motives that he operates on the layout.



he February. meeting of the Southern
Calif. S Gaugers (SCSG) was held at
the home of Gene Capron. Thirteen mem-
bers attended the meeting, and Gene has
built a mountain on his layout since the last
meeting that he has held at his home. The
host had trains running on his layout,
which has detailed scenery.  Gene had
promised to take one of the club’s corner
modules and put scenery on what was a
barren module. Gene did an outstanding
job on the scenery, according to the club
newsletter. The entire module is a carnival
scene with moving rides, lighted scenes,
etc. Jeff Kruger is the coordinator of the
club activities and ably edits the club
newsletter which is distributed via e-mail..
The club is in the process of designing
standards for their modules and construct-
ing same. Module sections will be made
by those members so inclined, and a spe-
cial meeting will be scheduled for module
construction.

The club won it’s first award, a first place
blue ribbon and a box of candy for the best
depiction of the Halloween Theme among
the eight layouts at the Oct. 25-26 train
show as sponsored by the Inland Terminal
Railroad. The club was considering train
shows that will be held in 2009, at which
the club might attend and display a layout.
Nick Mescher was commissioned to inves-

Trackside Pitfalls

tigate such shows. Jeff Smith held the
March 14 club meeting at his home. The
club was hoping to set up and operate their
layout at the Great Train Expo., Costa
Mesa, CA. in March. The club has ordered
curtains for the modules and corners to
dress up their displays at shows. The club
is planning for the S Fest West, 2010 to be
held on May 1, 2010. A deposit has been
made to the Embassy Suites in Monrovia,
CA. to reserve space for the event. Dennis
Bagby is coordinating the reservation.

he Sacramento Valley AF Club

(SVAFC) is organizing the Flyer Fest
West to be held on May 1-3, 2009. The
event will take place at the SES Hall, Elk-
Grove, CA with several optional hotel lo-
cations available to those attending the
event. Don Rosa is coordinating the regis-
tration for the event. There ill be a Friday
night reception, self-guiled layout tours,
BBQ beef & chicken dinner, and an event
S car which is a Lionel-Flyer Western Pa-
cific stock car. On Saturday there will be
a trading hall, clinics, train races, and the
BBQ beef and chicken dinner. L. Andrew
Jugle will be the guest speaker at the din-
ner with the topic:”100 Years of Gilbert™.

he Bay Area S Scalers (BASS) held a
meeting at the home of Bill Roberts on
March 21, in San Francisco, CA. The Feb-

ruary meeting was held at the home of
John Rolston, in Sonoma, CA. Eleven
members attended and enjoyed the opera-
tion of two SWM cabforward locos around
the host’s layout under DCC control;. The
host gave a clinic on the installation of
sound chips and speaker installation. The
club set up a display layout at the O Scale
West +S Train Show on Jan. 29-31, 2009
held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Santa
Clara, CA. Graham Henry coordinated
the club attendance and layout set up at the
event. The club will not be setting up a
layout at the Dunsmuir RR Days celebra-
tion next summer. Graham Henry ably
edits the club newsletter, called the Bass
Waybill . The club welcomed three new
members recently including: Roger & Jami
Molton, and Howard Jurgensen Lee John-
son coordinates the club meetings and
events.

Your club column editor wishes to thank
those club members and clubs that sub-
mit information on the activities and
events that you organize and attend.
Please submit information and newslet-
ters for the column to David Pool, 11
Bittersweet Trail, Wilton, CT.,06897-
3902 or e-mail at: ndpool@juno.com.

by Jeff Madden
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EXTRA BOARD

NEW CLUB DOWN UNDER
There is a new model railway club
in Australia based in
Albury/Wodonga on the New
South Wales/Victorian border about
3-1/2 hours drive north of Mel-
bourne. It is called The Murray
Railway Modellers Inc. (The Mur-
ray River forms the border between
the two states). Our website is
www.murrayrailwaymodellers.com
There are even two S gaugers in the
club, myself (AF, etc.) and a bloke
who models Sn3 New Zealand
Railways. Our first show as a group
is on the first weekend in May.

- John Harvey

S IN NON-S PUBLICATIONS

- March 2009 Scale Rails — Yes, our
own Dick Karnes has cracked the
pages of Scale Rails published by
the NMRA with a nice 6-page arti-
cle on catenary construction. There
are several photos of Dick’s S scale
Westchester Railroad.

- May 2009 Model Railroader —
Nothing really S, however, I think
the layout plan designed for a
garage has real possibilites for an s
design even though drawn in HO.
- May 2009 CTT — article by Roger
Carp on Dave Baule’s AF hi-rail
layout. Dave lives in the Milwau-
kee area and is the executive pro-
ducer of the Public Television
series Tracks Ahead. He is a mem-
ber of the Badgerland S Gaugers.

TONY KOESTER’S APRIL
FOOLS

In the April Model Railroader col-
umn Trains of Thought by Tony
Koester, he eluded that he was
switching from HO scale to O 3-rail
and abandoning his large under-
construction Nickel Plate HO rail-
road. I almost fell for it, then I
thought — hey, he’s only in the con-
struction phase and it was the April
column. I read the column again
and noted the April Fools reference
in the last line. You know, it would
have been more convincing if he
stated that because of eyesight and
the physical challenges of a build-
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ing a huge layout at an older age he
had teased us with mentioning S
scale instead. Actually, when Tony
gave a clinic at our NASG 2001
convention in Scranton, he did
mention how he liked the size of S,
and that if he was starting over....I
know for a fact though of several
who actually did switch from HO
to O 3-rail mainly because of the
simplicity, sound, heft, etc.

- Jeft
S-TIPS

WEIGHTING CARS

Adding weight to models has al-
ways been controversial. There
doesn;t seem to be any consesnsu. |
myself add weight to PRS (Des
Plaines Hobbies) cars. I use pen-
nies, ten of which weigh about one
ounce. Examples:

40’ boxcar: 6 oz. NMRA optimum;
3.15 oz. car alone - add 34 pennies.
50’ boxcar: 7 oz. NMRA optimum;
4.65 oz. car alone - add 27 pennies.
Reefer: 6 0z. NMRA optimum; 4.1
oz. car alone - add 21 pennies.

I divide the pennies into two piles,
trim a coin wrapper to fit, then at-
tach the wrapped pennies over each
truck.

Reasons to add weight: 1. Rough
track. 2. Sharp curves. 3. Psycho-
logical benefit. There is no need to
exceed the NMRA’s recommenda-
tions.

- Bill Roberts

SCALE PLANS IN MR

The reason for the 1965 cutoff for
reproducing and distributing 3/16”
scale plans from Model Railroader
has to do with changes in U.S.
copyright law and concurrent
changes in Kalmbach Publication’s
rules about third-party use of their
published plans. It is legally im-
possible for the Mobley Library to
provide post 1965 plans to people
requesting them unless the entire
magazine containing the plans is
lent to the requestor. The Library
can indeed do this, but the required
two-way postage charges for this
service would often be more than
the cost to the requestor of obtain-
ing a back issue from Kalmbach.In-
cidentally, the Library treats all of
its S Gaugians this way because the
publisher, Heimburger House, has
refused permission for the Library
to distribute copies of pages. As a
result, the Library does get S Gau-
gian loan requests from time to
time. - Dick Karnes, Russell M.
Mobley Memorial Library, NASG
Inc.

A blast from the past! From the archives - | think this photo is from the 1990
Pittsburgh convention in 1990. Can anybody idendtify these young S
scalers? Are they active in S today? Probably a Bob Werre photo.



Let ‘em look for things: At the right
is a sample list that you can print up
on a 5 x 7 card or sheet of paper and
hand out to those viewing your club
layout at a show. It keeps visitors
around as they search for such de-
tails or mini scenes that you create.
They can be as simple as those
shown or they can be fantasy ori-
ented like having Superman or Bat-
man in a scene. The mini-scenes
can be serious or humorous. Re-
gardless it really works. »

??? - CAN YOU FIND -

‘A girl on a swing.

A big black bear.

An elephant escaped from the circus.

A lady hanging up the laundry.

A man who parked his car illegally.

A dog who knocked over a trash can.

A girl skipping rope.

A junk car.

Some boys swimming.

A boy on a tire swing.

A strange tomb stone.

Some men camping out.

Two boys tossing a football.

A baseball game.

A birdbath.

A boy flying a kite.

A girl who got caught swimming
without her swim suit.

A birdwatcher.

A man fishing.

Men repairing a road.

People eating a meal.

A bird.

A funeral.

Two ladies waving at each other.

A blind man and his guide dog.

A dog at a fire hydrant.

A baby losing his diaper.

A burmed down building.

A hot dog vendor.

A stack of newspapers.

A loving couple.

Kids going to school.

Meet Me in St. Louis....< * ~
7

July 5-11, 2009: NMRA National Con-

vention, Hartford, CT - www.hn2009.org

Aug. 4-8, 2009: NASG Annual Conven-
tion, St. Louis Marriott St. Louis Airport
as selected by the BOT.
www.nasg2009.com. Jim Bresnahan
(573)-372-3735.

Nov. 6-8, 2009: Fall S Fest, Clock Tower
Resort, Rockford, IL, sponsored by the
State-line S Gaugers. www.state-lines-
gaugers.org.

Oct. 10,2009: 6th Annual Indianapolis S
Show, hosted by the Hoosier S Gaugers,
at a new, larger, location - Hamilton
county 4H Grounds, Noblesville, IN (10
miles north of Indianapolis). Dealer tables,
door prizes, operating layouts, clinics.
www.hoosier-s.org or charles Malinowski
317-566-1748.

Nov. 6-8, 2009: Fall S Fest, Clock Tower
Resort, Rockford, IL, sponsored by the
State-Line S Gaugers. www.state-lines-
gaugers.org.

April 30-May 1, 2010: Spring S Spree
presented by the SE Michingan S
Gaugers, Ford Community & Performing
Ats Center, Dearborn, MI. Details later.
This is the first in Michigan.

July 21-25, 2010: NASG Annual Conven-
tion, Duluth, MN. NASG 50th Anniver-
sary. Details TBA.

Bids open for NASG Annual Conventions
2011 and beyond. contact Lee Johnson,
2472 Lariat Ln., Walnut Creek, CA 94596-
6635. 925-943-1590 - email:
leemax@jps.net.
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RailMail cont. from page 5

needs to be any more serious than that? Not me.

- Michael G. Moore — California I wouldn t mind seeing the AF
Hudson re-issued — maybe two versions, one original and one with
some added details. Ed

Straight and Narrow Response: Dave Heine responds to ques-
tions from John Rolston on his column in the February Dispatch -
-- The 3 locos in the photo were S, Sn3 and Sn2. They were an S
standard gauge Omnicon 4-6-0, an Sn3 PBL D&RGW 4-60 and an
Sn2 Train & Trooper Forney. The smaller boxcar was Sn3 and
built from a PBL kit for the D&RGW 3000 series. The standard
gauge boxcar was an SHS car. Typical railfan era narrow gauge
freight cars were about 30’ long, which is about the same length as
an HO 40’ car. In general Sn3 cars are wider than HO cars, al-
though for freight cars, the length and height can work. The MDC
old-time cars are within a few inches of some earlier narrow gauge
cars in scale, however, they are a little narrow. Actually, HO cars
would work best as Sn30 cars. In the early days of Sn3, people did
use more of the HO cars.

Usually the equipment gets smaller as the gauge gets narrower, es-
pecially in the width. However, narrow gauge equipment is usually
wider in proportion to the track gauge than standard gauge. Wheel
sizes usually get smaller as the gauge narrows. While standard
gauge cars from the first half of the 20th century would have 33”
wheels, 3’ gauge cars were typically 26 or 24”. Two food gauge

cars typically had 18” wheels. This means that narrow gauge cars
sit lower and have a more squat appearance.

Please note that I and most Sn2 modelers use HOn3 gauge. This
means that the track gauge is wide at a little over 26”. I guess you
realized you wouldn’t have to re-gauge the track for Sn42 or On30.
One issue with O narrow gague is the buildings get big, but On30
is very popular now, even though there were not a lot of common
carrier 30” gauge railroads in the U.S.

- Dave Heine

Track Review Wanted: For the sake of the NASG membership,
how about a technical article about the available types of “S” gauge
track? The article could note the manufacturer, code, electrical
conductivity, appearance, transition of track with other brands, and
reliability. I feel this would aid new entrants into the “S” gauge
segment of model railroading. this is even more important now
that Lionel LLC has introduced some Flyer sets (mostly Dock-
sider) yet doesn’t market switches or crossings (or short radius
curves), needed to build serious layouts. I can’t understand this
since Lionel has re-issued and improved many A.C. Gilbert prod-
ucts, plus introduced some totally newones such as the Mikado.
Why not put AF track back into production? Because financial
times are harsh, maybe they could do this gradually. The upcom-
ing U33C will include a set of “scale” wheel sets for the purists, so
a track comparison is even more valid.

- WilliamMezzano, Addison, IL Any takers? - Ed

S GAUGE ONE

EVENING PROJECT

OPERATING MARS LIGHT

BY HERB KING

Courtesy of the original publisher of the S Gauge Herald

GLUE TUBING IN PLACE (USE EPOXY CEMENT OR EQU/IVALENT)
FILLET AROUND EDGE WITH CEMENT TO PREVENT LIGHT LEAKS
WHEN DRY, PAINT FLAT BLACK

—

BLINKING BULB
%s Q0 BRASS TUBING
(BOTH AVAILABLE AT
HOBBY SHOFS)

IS,
SN

Do

AT7ACH HOOKUP WIRE

22 -
CUT OFF TUBING, SHAPE END 7O FIT INNER .CONTOUR OF CAR

ez

WRAP JOINT AREA WITH TAPE
AND GLUE TO CE/LING OF CAR

TO BULB LEADS
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Asleep At The Switch

¥

...AND SOMEONE HAS BEEN
PLAYING WITH MY TRAIN!

TEHEE, © copyrght 2008

Have a humorous train idea for Asleep At The Switch? Email it to aats@tchuck.com

GOLDINHANDS
www.goldinhands.com

American Flyer - Lionel

- Train Repairs

- A/F Chassis Re-bushing

D.C. AND TMCC CONVERSIONS

Custom Built Maintenance Cradles

Edward Goldin

Phone: 847-727-0857
Fax: 847-884-9285
hember TCA #05-58825

Pine Canyon Scale Models

is under new ownership and has relocated. The new owners are committed to

continue bringing you the same high quality, affordable S scale models that we've
delivered to the market over the years.

Production has restarted and inventory is being re-built. We plan to have the

entire product line back in production as quickly as possible. Watch our web site
for the latest updates on availability.

We thank you for your support!

New! Cruising Main Style 2 series

New! Firehouse/Garage
New! Professional Building
Each available in shallow & deep versions

Our new contact information is:

Pine Canyon Scale Models
167 Westford St.
Dunstable, MA 01827
Phone 978-735-2138

www. pinecanyonscalemodels.com

Dave Blum
PIKEVILLE MODELS

3315 Timberfield Lane
Pikesville, MD 21208-4425

410-653-2440

ALL THE FLYER YOU DESIRE!
E-mail: americanflyertrains@gmail.com

7 oVISIT ON-LINE ATs )
www.nasg.org 4

More magazine

1961-1964

§ Gauge Herald

(Volumes 1 through 5)
on a single CD
$5 postpaid

Russell M. Mobley Memorial Libra
Dick Karnes, Librarian
4323 86th Ave. SE
Mercer Island, WA 98040-4124
nasglibrary@yahoo.com
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Available NOW!

Trailer On Flat Car from

American Models !

. the ACTION o007
Bl ez mitT

New AC Transformer / Sound Controller
Weighs 13 Ibs! New On/Off Switch
75 watt output, 17v AC
$109795 Intro Price of $ 89.95

Select any of our 40’ Trailers and mount it on any of our 25 available 46’ Flat Cars with our new fifth wheel and
wheel guards (Kit also available separately) 46’ Flat car with TOFC mount $42.95 40’ semi Trailers $9.95

New S-Scale E8’s

with Budd Passenger cars from
American Models!

Southern Pacific daylight E8’s with matching
Budd sets and 3 extra coaches available. Mis-
souri Pacific “Colorado Eagle”, with Budd sets
and coaches. E8s are available separately or in
AA sets. Up to 3 extra coaches available sepa-
rately. Lighted interiors, and all wheel pick up
are standard. AF compatible sets starting at
$549.95 (A unit DC with 4 Budd car set).

Texas Special Set!
Limited run, available as AA
4 car set ONLY.

Dual power, double A en-
gines with 4 Budd cars,

3 individual extra coaches
available separately.

The leader in S scale for 27 years

Phone 248-437-6800 Fax 248 -437 -9454

American Models 10087 Colonial Industrial Dr. South Lyon, Ml 48178
A www.americanmodels.com =







